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Sample Al A2 A3 A4 A5 A6 A7 S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 S6
SiO, 47.7 47.7 46.9 45.7 48 47.4 48.6 51.2 50.4 52.2 51.4 47.5 515
MgO 6.75 6.05 1.99 5.42 5.95 4.88 4.68 4.2 4.24 4.84 5.2 10.1 6.07
Fe;0z) 12.1 11.2 13.9 13.4 11.2 12.1 135 13.7 125 11.8 11.9 12.6 9.68
Al,O3 135 14.9 14.7 14.3 15.1 14.8 12.9 13.3 133 13.2 14 12.7 145

Ca0 8.66 7.23 4.06 5.27 7.35 6.78 6.93 7.88 8.69 4.74 9.43 8.27 6.25
Na,O 2.7 3.5 5 43 3.7 3.9 3.2 2.7 2.5 51 2.5 1.8 3.5
K20 1.23 2.19 2.18 1.22 14 1.38 0.13 0.86 0.81 0.2 0.95 0.99 111
TiO, 2.2 1.95 3.16 3.24 2.27 3.41 3.02 2.95 2.89 3 2.46 1.61 1.68
MnO 0.24 0.25 0.08 0.38 0.27 0.34 0.21 0.23 0.17 0.34 0.26 024 019
P,0s 0.3 0.26 0.45 0.53 0.32 0.53 0.38 0.48 0.45 0.44 0.3 0.16 0.19
LOI 2.08 2.27 5.13 3.31 2.42 2.66 2.98 1.88 211 2.59 14 3.39 3.72
Total 97.5 97.5 97.6 97.1 98.0 98.2 96.5 99.4 98.1 98.5 99.8 99.4 98.4
Ba 300 600 170 360 470 590 100 350 310 80 250 280 370
Sr 340 490 100 280 480 360 250 370 360 280 350 270 440
Hf 3 2 5 6 3 6 5 6 6 7 4 2 3
Nb 15 13 28 33 14 34 22 33 34 33 19 12 14
Ni 78 69 29 30 36 32 29 24 124 33 37 218 55
Rb 21.8 545 39.9 23.2 19 31.9 2.3 10.5 10.3 3.7 13.8 14.9 22.1

Ta 1 0.8 1.9 2.2 0.9 2.3 15 2 2.1 2.1 11 0.7 0.9
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Th 15 1.6 3 49 1.6 4.6 31 5 5 49 21 1.2 3.3
U 0.38 0.37 0.69 1.14 0.4 1.1 0.82 1.13 1.13 1.05 0.51 0.31 0.85
\Y% 229 229 313 335 262 337 324 315 318 324 264 221 212
Y 24.7 221 34.8 38.1 249 36.5 33 37.1 375 34.3 27.1 20.7 26
Zr 154 124 219 264 137 256 204 267 276 271 184 115 157
Co 43.9 42.7 22.6 40.4 39.2 37.6 37.4 36.7 30.3 38.1 38 55.3 33.8
Cs 0.5 0.5 15 11 0.5 0.4 0.9 0.6 0.3 0.2 0.2 13 0.9
La 16.2 12.9 27.3 30.8 14.7 30.5 24.4 35.8 34.8 29.3 18.2 12.8 17.3
Ce 38.1 30.7 61 69.7 335 70.3 52.5 76.5 76.7 67.9 42.7 28.4 40.8
Pr 5.04 41 7.9 9.09 4.59 9.15 6.79 9.79 9.82 8.64 5.93 3.84 5.28
Nd 21.9 18 335 36.5 20.3 385 29.8 374 37.1 34.2 24.3 16 22.2
Sm 5.4 4.6 7.7 8 5.2 8.4 7.1 8.7 8.5 7.9 6.3 4 5.5
Eu 1.83 15 2.08 2.34 1.8 25 2.62 2.53 2.64 2.08 2.2 1.47 1.79
Gd 5.55 5.04 8.02 8.02 5.46 8.32 7.45 8.8 8.6 8.03 6.8 4.45 5.81
Tb 0.84 0.74 1.22 1.26 0.85 1.26 1.17 131 1.38 1.17 1 0.72 0.89
Dy 4,78 4.41 6.8 7.02 4.98 7.23 6.46 7.65 7.61 6.89 5.59 4.53 5.46
Ho 0.95 0.83 1.4 1.46 0.99 1.43 131 1.48 1.49 1.35 1.07 0.85 1.07
Er 2.34 2.24 3.52 3.73 2.37 3.75 3.29 4.09 4.08 3.88 3 2.19 2.77
Tm 0.32 0.3 0.47 0.52 0.3 0.49 0.44 0.55 0.54 0.46 0.4 0.25 0.38
Yb 1.9 1.9 31 3.3 1.9 31 2.8 35 34 2.9 2.3 1.7 2.3
Lu 0.23 0.26 0.42 0.47 0.26 0.44 0.38 0.46 0.46 0.4 0.31 0.26 0.31
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Sample S7 S8 S9 S10 S11 S12 S13 S14 S15 S16 S17 S18 S19
SiO, 50.8 48.5 55.2 49.9 48.5 49.4 50.6 49.5 48.4 48.8 495 50.9 49.9
MgO 6.37 6.1 4.23 3.98 3.96 5.75 5.34 45 5.84 6.63 6.31 4.88 5.72
Fe;0s) 11.9 125 8.38 14.2 14.9 12 135 13.6 11.7 11.7 11.3 10.9 12.6
Al,O3 13.6 135 14.2 124 12.8 13.3 12.8 13 14.3 135 135 14.8 13.2
CaO 8.09 8.03 4.01 7.78 7.07 7.46 6.16 6.76 7.9 9.18 8.2 7.14 8.22
Na,O 3 2.6 5.9 29 2.7 3.3 34 3.9 35 2.7 3.3 2.8 2.6
K,O 0.83 1.26 0.18 0.43 1.24 0.92 1 0.66 1.1 0.77 117 15 0.82
TiO, 2.1 2.07 2.8 2.99 3.34 2.24 2.53 2.8 231 2.03 1.89 1.95 21
MnO 0.23 0.22 0.16 0.26 0.19 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.25 0.18 0.17 0.19 0.21
P,0s 0.21 0.19 0.29 0.48 0.48 0.25 0.26 0.38 0.27 0.21 0.2 0.22 0.21
LOI 2.66 2.61 2.92 2.56 244 2.34 2.36 2.73 2.88 1.99 2.53 2.38 2.23
Total 99.8 97.6 98.3 97.9 97.6 97.2 98.3 98.0 98.5 97.7 98.1 97.7 97.8
Ba 240 640 60 270 300 250 290 160 310 210 310 340 220
Sr 410 340 300 350 280 320 280 210 440 310 350 320 290
Hf 3 3 5 5 5 4 4 7 4 3 3 4 3
Nb 14 14 20 30 29 17 19 38 20 13 13 18 14
Ni 68 38 70 14 6 67 39 42 68 90 70 36 53
Rb 18.2 22.7 3 7.1 16.6 19.8 19.7 14.7 26.7 135 20.6 26.6 13
Ta 0.8 0.9 1.2 2.1 1.9 1.1 1.1 2.3 1.1 0.7 0.7 1 0.8
Th 1.6 1.7 2.3 4 3.9 2 21 4.8 1.7 1.2 1.4 3 14
U 0.51 0.3 0.62 1.04 0.87 0.58 0.59 1.26 0.49 0.32 0.46 0.81 0.35
\Y% 253 258 312 268 311 274 307 295 284 246 246 241 267
Y 26.8 28.1 345 36.1 36.6 28.7 30.4 375 25.6 24.3 235 28.4 26.1
Zr 153 151 204 254 235 177 188 288 176 148 136 171 152
Co 41.8 43.9 68 34.6 39 40.7 43.2 38 41.6 441 39.7 37.9 425
Cs 0.2 0.7 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.2 0.2 0.2 1 0.2 0.5 0.4 0.2
La 14.2 14 17.2 32.8 30.6 18.8 20.1 40.9 18.7 147 14.4 21.3 16.5
Ce 324 32.2 43.8 71 66.5 43.4 44 86.8 42.7 33.9 329 47 37.1
Pr 4.46 4.49 5.97 9.18 8.68 5.81 6.21 10.8 5.61 4.87 4.69 6.28 5.12
Nd 18.5 18.8 235 35.9 34.2 24.2 25 40.3 23 20 18.8 24.3 211
Sm 49 5.7 7 8.3 8.5 6 6.5 9.2 5.6 51 5 6.5 55
Eu 1.8 1.74 25 3.12 2.75 211 2.19 3.02 1.85 1.8 1.68 2.07 1.89
Gd 5.77 6.07 7.19 8.92 8.06 6.53 6.79 9.32 6.14 5.43 491 6.21 571
Th 0.94 0.96 1.18 1.38 1.32 1.04 1.11 1.3 0.94 0.86 0.81 0.96 0.92
Dy 5.62 5.62 6.87 7.36 7.6 6.13 6.46 7.56 5.19 5.18 4.92 571 5.28
Ho 1.03 1.1 1.38 1.46 1.48 1.13 1.23 1.54 0.98 1.07 0.93 1.17 1.07
Er 2.8 2.85 3.29 3.79 371 3.14 33 4.15 2.8 2.65 2.73 2.96 2.48
m 0.34 0.41 0.48 0.48 0.54 0.41 0.45 0.56 0.39 0.34 0.33 0.45 0.36
Yb 2.1 24 2.6 3 3.2 25 2.7 3.4 2.2 19 2 25 2.2
Lu 0.3 0.33 0.38 0.45 0.49 0.31 0.34 0.47 0.27 0.32 0.29 0.31 0.33
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Sample S20 S21 S22 S23 D1 D2 D3 D4 D5 D6 D7 D8 D9 D10
SiO, 49.4 55 48 52.4 45.6 47.7 44.3 46.4 45 47.8 44.3 47.9 46.3 46.4
MgO 5.87 3.64 4,78 4.37 2.94 3.42 5.12 6.85 5.03 5.34 4,72 4.18 6.11 4.86
Fe;0s) 11.3 11 147 11 11.9 12.2 16.1 10.6 134 12.1 14.1 13.7 11.9 13.8
Al,O3 134 134 12.6 14.4 15.2 15.1 13.3 14.4 13.2 13.2 13.2 13.7 14.1 13.3
CaO 7.76 6.69 9.03 6.67 8.75 7.84 7.21 7.9 8.67 5.87 7.78 6.77 9.45 6.76
Na,O 4.3 2.9 2.3 4.4 3 3.2 2.3 3.2 35 3 4.1 35 2.8 3.1
K,O 0.34 1.64 0.13 0.95 1.09 1.03 0.52 0.8 0.98 1.03 0.54 1.46 0.78 1.09
TiO, 1.83 2.07 3.16 1.74 2.86 2.84 2.96 2.1 3.42 3.13 3.68 2.73 2.32 3.16
MnO 0.19 0.16 0.22 0.19 0.19 0.13 0.24 0.23 0.2 0.14 0.22 0.2 0.16 0.13
P,Os 0.16 0.23 0.41 0.25 0.42 0.44 0.66 0.22 0.92 0.75 1.05 0.37 0.2 0.76
LOI 2.84 17 2.46 2.16 5.27 3.26 3.75 4.57 3.12 3.93 2.57 1.76 2.52 2.96
Total 97.4 98.4 97.8 98.5 97.2 97.2 96.5 97.3 97.4 96.3 96.3 96.3 96.6 96.3
Ba 90 390 110 450 430 410 270 200 320 370 180 350 180 380
Sr 240 300 270 340 730 740 310 230 460 300 420 210 250 310
Hf 3 4 5 5 6 6 4 4 5 5 5 5 4 4
Nb 12 17 29 20 38 38 25 17 35 34 36 33 18 34
Ni 41 27 27 40 66 62 74 69 25 12 21 23 56 10
Rb 5.8 38.1 11 15 25.9 24 10.7 14.4 15.3 20.7 11.1 32.4 15 22.4
Ta 0.6 11 1.8 1.2 24 24 1.6 1.2 2.3 2.1 2.1 2.1 11 3.3
Th 15 4.9 2.6 24 3.7 3.8 2.2 1.8 2.6 3.4 2.7 3.6 19 3.4
U 0.38 1.29 0.62 0.63 0.82 0.79 0.49 0.39 0.7 0.75 0.7 0.8 0.41 0.74
\Y 233 259 325 174 142 148 231 257 292 216 299 297 287 216
Y 23.8 31.1 34.4 31.3 23.6 24.1 31.9 225 33.1 34.8 35.7 35.6 24.4 35.1
Zr 129 190 212 204 208 212 171 141 204 173 205 200 137 173
Co 38.5 32 375 28.8 47 43.4 48 46.3 36.7 36.4 35.7 43.9 46.2 36.1
Cs 0.2 0.4 0.8 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.2 0.6 0.4 1.2 0.4 0.5 0.4 0.9
La 13.6 28.1 27.9 23.3 33 34 25.4 15.8 30.6 31.9 34.6 26.8 15.8 32.4
Ce 30 57.4 62.2 51.3 69.4 70.7 57.4 34.9 68.5 67 75.4 57.7 35.9 67.6
Pr 4.25 7.44 8.17 6.9 9.06 9.11 7.76 4,58 9 8.81 9.86 7.38 4,73 8.74
Nd 175 21.7 33.3 26.8 38.1 37.6 34 19.7 38.9 36.1 41.9 314 20 36.3
Sm 4.7 6.9 8.2 7.3 8.2 8.2 7.9 4.8 8.6 8.3 9.2 7 5.1 8.1
Eu 1.7 2.04 2.78 2.32 2.78 2.87 291 171 3.11 3.12 3.29 2.32 1.74 3.08
Gd 5.1 6.84 8.63 7.96 7.43 7.57 8.27 5.05 8.46 8.51 9.29 7.94 5.3 8.27
Th 0.76 1.06 1.29 1.14 1.04 1.01 1.18 0.78 1.24 1.24 1.29 121 0.82 1.18
Dy 5.06 6.3 7.21 6.93 5.44 5.26 6.86 453 6.9 7.07 7.31 7.07 4.69 6.97
Ho 0.91 121 143 1.34 0.88 0.91 1.22 0.86 1.31 1.36 143 14 0.89 1.35
Er 24 3.47 3.84 3.38 2.29 2.3 3.37 2.31 3.45 3.71 3.72 3.8 2.67 3.72
Tm 0.34 0.5 0.47 0.52 0.27 0.23 0.4 0.27 0.43 0.49 0.46 0.49 0.32 0.47
Yb 2.1 2.7 3.1 2.9 17 17 2.7 2 2.9 3.2 3.1 34 2.2 3
Lu 0.28 0.39 0.46 0.37 0.27 0.23 0.34 0.27 0.4 0.45 0.43 0.46 0.3 0.41
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Ordovician-Devonian magmatism in the north of Shahrood:
implication for long lived rifting of Paleotethys
in eastern Alborz
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Abstract

One of the characteristics of the Ordovician to the Devonian rock units in the north of
Shahrood is the presence of high volumes of igneous rocks with basaltic composition as
dyke and sill. The greatest volume of these rocks are widespread in Soltan Meydan Basaltic
Complex with a thickness of about 1000 m as numerous basaltic lava flows, basaltic
agglomerates, tuffs and some sedimentary intercalations which have been formed during
the upper Ordovician to the early late Silurian. Active extensional tectonic prevailing on the
area and violent detaching in continental lithosphere in this interval time led to sudden
decompression on the rising mantle plumes, providing conditions for extensive partial
melting and generation of high volumes of basaltic magma. Geochemical evidences show
that the produced magmas have transitional to alkaline nature and generated from a rising
enriched mantle plume source in an extensional intracontinental rift setting. The nature and
tectonic setting of this basaltic magmatism during the lower-middle Paleozoic indicate
continuation of long lived extensional movements related to the earlier stages of Paleotethys
rifting in the north of Iran.

Key words: Basalt, Lower-Middle Paleozoic, Intracontinental rift, Paleotethys, Alborz,
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