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Petrology, geochemistry, and tectonomagmatic setting of
volcanic rocks of the Hormuz and the Gachin salt domes
(Hormozgan Province, Iran)

Ali Rostami, Samad Alipour and Ali Abedini*
Department of Geology, Urmia University, 57153-165 Urmia, Iran

Abstract

The Hormuz and the Gachin salt domes are located in the south of Bandar Abbas, the
Hormozgan Province, in Zagros Structure Zone. The domes are dominated by andesite,
trachy-andesite, basalt, dacite, and rhyolite belonging to Permian to Triassic age. Based
on geochemical evidence, these rocks are calc-alkaline originated in orogenic setting
related to subduction environment. The presence of oxide minerals (hematite and
magnetite) in the volcanic rocks of the domes reflect oxidization conditions and high
oxygen activity during their formation. Negative TNT and high LREE/HREE anomalies
along with positive Pb anomalies and low Nb/U ratios (0.48 to 14.6), as well as
tectonomagmatic diagrams indicate that the studied rocks are magmatic products of
primary mantle origin, which has been metasomatized by continental crustal rocks.
High Ba/NDb values, low Sr and Zr/Y>3 ratio along with geochemical diagrams, confirm
the characteristics of arc magmas related to the formation of the rocks under study in a
subduction environment.
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Sample No. Latitude Longitude Sample No. Latitude Longitude
1-G 27° 4' 46.59"N 55°55' 46.48"E 31-H 27°2'55.59"N 56° 26' 24.76"E
2-G 27° 4'37.16"N 55° 54' 50.04"E 32-H 27°3'18.75"N 56° 26' 4.57"E
3-G 27°4'43.75"N 55°55'2.79"E 34-H 27°3'43.62"N 56°28'9.52"E
46-G 27°5'55.40"N 55°56' 13.27"E 35-H 27°2'18.20"N 56° 27' 9.48"E
47-G 27°6'34.72"N 55°54' 6.56"E 36-H 27°4'39.10"N 56° 29' 37.59"E
49-G 27° 6'34.68"N 55° 55' 28.89"E 39-H 27° 3'40.64"N 56° 29' 23.41"E
50-G 27°6'38.04"N 55°55'0.64"E 40-H 27°2'43.13"N 56° 26' 53.39"E
52-G 27°7'8.50"N 55° 55' 35.68"E 41-H 27° 4' 41.04"N 56° 27' 41.51"E
56-G 27°7'6.05"N 55° 55'29.82"E 44-H 27°4'17.21"N 56°26' 0.87"E
57-G 27°6'51.86"N 55° 56' 32.39"E 2-KH 27° 2'49.83"N 56° 26' 30.75"E
58-G 27°7'24.10"N 55°54'20.71"E 3-KH 27°2'17.72"N 56° 26' 55.22"E
59-G 27° 7 2.92"N 55°54'58.91"E

60-G 27°6'52.98"N 55°55'8.92"E

62-G 27°6'29.19"N 55° 55'54.80"E

73-G 27°6'32.85"N 55°56' 19.49"E

1-KG 27°5'43.04"N 55°58'49.24"E
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Sample No. Rock Name  Major Minerals Secondary Minerals Accessory Minerals
1-G Tuff Quartz, Feldspar Clay mineral, Sericite, Carbonate, Iron oxide  Opaque mineral-Iron oxide, Gypsum-
Bassanite
2-G Rhyolite tuff  Quartz, Clay mineral, Sericite Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
Orthose
3-G Rhyolite tuff ~ Quartz, Feldspar Clay mineral, Sericite Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
46-G Trachyandesite Quartz, Plagioclase  Clay mineral, Sericite, Carbonate Opaque mineral-Iron oxide, Tourmaline
47-G Altered tuff  Quartz, Feldspar Gypsum-Bassanite, Carbonate Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
49-G Metamorphic Epidote, Chlorite, Sphene, Amphibole Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
rock
Zoisite
50-G Granite Orthose, Plagioclase Clay mineral, Chlorite, Muscovite, Epidote, Opaque mineral-Iron oxide, Apatite, Sphene
Carbonate
52-G Rhyolite tuff  Quartz, Plagioclase  Clay mineral, Sericite Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
56-G Rhyolite Quartz, Plagioclase  Clay mineral, Sericite, Muscovite Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
57-G Rhyolite Quartz, Plagioclase ~ Clay mineral, Sericite, Muscovite, Amphibole  Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
58-G Rhyolite tuff  Quartz, Plagioclase  Clay mineral, Sericite, Muscovite Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
59-G Altered Quartz, Feldspar Clay mineral, Sericite, Chlorite Opaque mineral-Iron oxide, Apatite
rhyolite
60-G Rhyolite tuff  Quartz, Clay mineral, Sericite Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
Orthose
62-G Tuff Quartz, Feldspar Clay mineral, Sericite, Carbonate, Quartz Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
73-G Rhyolite tuff  Quartz, Sanidine Clay mineral, Sericite Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
31-H Rhyolite Quartz, Feldspar Clay mineral, Sericite Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
32-H Rhyolite tuff  Quartz, Clay mineral, Sericite Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
Orthose
34-H Tuff Quartz Clay mineral, Sericite Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
35-H Rhyolite tuff ~ Quartz, Sanidine Clay mineral, Sericite Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
36-H Rhyolite tuff ~ Quartz, Sanidine Clay mineral, Sericite Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
39-H Tuff Quartz Clay mineral, Sericite Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
40-H Trachyandesite Quartz, Plagioclase  Clay mineral, Sericite Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
41-H Rhyolite Quartz, Plagioclase  Clay mineral, Sericite Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
44-H Tuff Quartz Clay mineral, Sericite Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
45-H Rhyolite Quartz, Plagioclase  Clay mineral, Sericite Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
48-H Rhyolite Quartz, Sanidine Clay mineral, Sericite Opaque mineral-Iron oxide
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sample No. Major phases Minor phases

1KH Quartz, Fluorapatite, Hematite, Dolomite Mica-Elite, Chlorite, Microcline

2KH Augite Quartz, Brucite

3KH Quartz, Hematite Albite

1KG Quartz, Magnetite, Hematite, Calcite Fluorapatite, Goethite, Orthoclase, Mica- illite
2KG Chlorite, Albite Muscovite- illite , Hornblende, Microcline

3KG Quartz, Calcite, Epidote Hornblende, Microcline, Chlorite, Albite
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Sample No. DL 1-G 2-G 3-G 46-G 47-G  49-G 50-G 52-G 56-G 57-G  58-G 59-G  60-G

Al,O3 0.01 1.33 0.03 112 117 1.16 1.62 13 1.2 1.2 1.27 1.28 1.26 1.49
Fe,0O 0.01 222 >10 1.86 411 1.6 9.08 1.14 5.25 0.58 4.65 4.64 2.55 6.4
MnO 0.01 0.4 0.01 0.28 0.05 0.13 0.1 0.03 0.09 0.02 0.12 0.05 0.03 0

MgO 0.02 1.19 0.07 1.37 1.79 048 >2 0.68 >2 1.44 2.47 2.69 1.52 0.09
CaO 0.01 18 >10 2.27 0.39 2.54 9.29 0.97 0.1 0.64 0.18 0.11 0.31 0.15
K0 0.01 5.72 0.29 4.83 6.25 4.98 2.96 3.84 3.74 8.53 5.92 6.05 3.85 5.19
Na,O 0.01 0.14 0.06 0.45 1.56 0.7 0.32 5.07 0.67 0.58 0.15 0.4 4.1 0.24
P.Os 0.01 0.02 0.38 0.03 0.06 0.02 0.16 0.03 0.02 0.05 0.06 0.05 0.03 0.04
TiO, 0.01 0.13 <10 0.12 0.34 0.11 131 0.4 0.16 0.14 0.32 0.28 0.18 0.12
Sample No. DL 62-G  73-G 31-H 32-H 34-H 35-H  36-H 39-H 40-H 41-H 44-H  45-H  48-H

ALO; 0.01 1.23 1.09 15 0.15 1.34 0.98 121 1.25 1.32 1.35 117 1.22 0.38
Fe,0Os 0.01 0.93 3.34 2.89 >10 5.23 9.11 2.61 42 3.84 3.01 2.09 21 4.87
MnO 0.01 0.03 0.04 0.01 141 0.03 0.04 0.02 0.04 0.03 0.01 0 0.01 1.6
MgO 0.02 1.18 1.09 >2 259 >2 0.24 2.74 299  >2 >2 2.96 189 >2

CaO 0.01 2.67 111 021 >10 0.2 0.39 0.31 0.86 0.19 0.12 0.34 0.35 1.49
K0 0.01 5.28 8.96 477 1.26 5.22 3.79 6.96 471 4.36 3.8 5.69 4.23 2.69
Na,O 0.01 0.85 1.63 0.25 0.3 1.15 0.8 1.19 0.68 0.31 0.25 1.92 0.12 0.87
P,Os 0.01 0.03 0.03 006 >3 0.09 0.03 0.02 0.06 0.07 0.06 0.05 0.02 0.16
TiO, 0.01 0.14 0.17 0.54 0.06 0.36 0.17 0.13 0.3 0.43 0.17 0.21 0.16 0.11
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Sample No. DL 1-G 2-G 3-G 46-G 47-G 49-G 50-G 52-G 56-G  57-G 58-G 59-G  60-G
Rb 1 167 <1 102 140 135 22 43 100 100 166 153 90 367

S 50 1918 >3% 1408 646 205 223 150 101 1454 2853 383 435 4108

Sr 1 143 50.3 166 16.6 20.6 465 72 18.6 30 287 175 46 320
Cs 05 13 <0.5 7.8 3.3 5.1 <0.5 0.6 3.6 0.9 3.7 8.1 0.7 3.1
Ba 1 106 168 145 531 198 228 693 438 451 >1% 189 295 32
Ta 0.1 0.8 0.25 0.5 0.5 0.63 0.59 0.49 0.84 0.34 0.58 0.6 0.51 0.52
Nb 1 8.9 3.3 6.6 6.7 7 7.3 8 75 4.6 6.7 6.2 5.9 5.6
Zr 5 115 11 59 7 74 79 13 87 7 11 10 17 9
Hf 05 3.93 1.05 1.99 121 2.82 2.9 131 3.45 0.99 1.23 114 1.25 0.97
Th 01 18 369 1035 10.08 15.76 4.1 21.63 2367 13.35 8.42 8.79  15.39 9.57
U 0.1 2.7 6.7 18 1 1.8 0.5 33 3.7 1.8 21 0.6 1.6 0.4
Y 05 169 379 12.8 213 20.1 22.4 38.1 124 9.8 16.7 6.3 36.7 <0.5
Sample No. DL 62-G 73-G 31-H 32-H 34H 35-H 36-H 39-H 40-H 41-H 44H 45-H 48-H
Rb 1 196 124 156 18 126 98 138 88 79 119 69 121 202

S 50 353 6696 395 1670 336 731 396 435 289 271 244 2190 815

Sr 1 60.4 306 121 361 395 119 348 201 86.4 31.5 57.5 383 372
Cs 0.5 6.1 3.5 5.7 1.2 5.6 3.6 3.7 4.8 6.8 3.3 3 3.8 6.8
Ba 1 691 1691 64 4876 942 680 185 1423 95 159 58 88 249
Ta 0.1 0.83 0.65 0.87 0.43 0.84 0.66 0.52 0.62 1.07 0.53 0.47 0.74 0.39
Nb 1 8.8 9 11.3 3 8.8 7.5 75 7.6 9.4 6.2 6.4 10 4.9
zr 5 68 69 130 6 79 99 75 68 93 118 6 132 27
Hf 0.5 2.74 3.09 4.09 2.16 2.68 3.17 3.25 2.75 3.16 3.69 111 5.04 151
Th 01 1631 138 1451  68.54 865 1033 1285 1073 1017 1272 856 11.24 453
U 0.1 2.7 7.1 4.3 6.3 15 1.8 1.9 1.6 3.2 2.3 0.7 4.1 6.8
Y 05 204 9.8 21.8 1601 13.4 7.6 21.2 7.2 17.5 11.2 2.3 20.9 5.5

OPM &L »» ools) ICP-MS g, L ool (puxs (G) (oS

Sample No. DL 1-G 2-G 3-G 46-G 47-G 49-G  50-G  52-G 56-G 57-G 58-G  59-G 60-G
La 1 43 36 30 16 36 12 33 8 41 10 21 3 31
Ce 05 93 65 60 26 71 25 82 14 74 15 34 5 32
Pr 0.05 9.75 6.4 6.06 2.73 7.17 241 9.38 0.74 7.19 1.35 3.81 <0.05 2.02
Nd 0.5 38 34.4 23 12.6 27.9 111 39.3 2.5 26.8 6.4 14.6 0.8 4.9
Sm 0.02 719 196 4.27 3.55 5.27 3.23 7.45 0.76 4.88 531 3.09 1.75 0.12
Eu 0.1 031 6.86 0.22 0.68 0.42 14 0.79 0.18 0.82 291 0.46 052 <01
Gd 0.05 547 2825 4.08 4.12 4.97 4.28 7.05 2 4.75 3.01 2.96 453 1.53
Tb 0.1 0.56 6.25 0.49 0.67 0.68 0.72 1.14 0.29 0.63 0.56 0.37 0.92 0.17
Dy 0.02 243  53.05 2.05 4.27 3.36 4.72 7.39 1.58 2.38 3.49 1.44 721 0.28
Er 0.05 194 3835 1.56 2.55 1.75 2.96 42 1.58 1.32 2.15 0.9 391 0.25
m 0.1 0.3 5.82 0.18 0.34 0.3 0.36 0.59 0.29 0.15 0.29 0.11 054 <01
Yb 0.05 2.6 29.2 1.7 1.9 1.9 2.8 3.3 2.5 0.8 15 0.7 25 0.4
Lu 0.1 0.3 3.72 0.27 0.25 0.31 0.37 0.52 0.44 0.16 0.22 0.12 039 <01
Eu/Eu* 0.15 0.89 0.16 0.54 0.25 1.15 0.33 0.45 0.52 2.23 0.47 0.56 0.71
Law/Yby 11.15 082 11.9 568 12.77 2.89 6.74 216 3455 449  20.23 081 5225
CenYby 9.25 0.58 9.13 3.54 9.67 231 6.43 145 2393 259  12.56 052  20.69
Sample No. DL 62-G 73-G 31-H 32-H 34H 3-H 36-H 39-H 40-H 41-H 44-H 45H 48H
La 1 37 33 52 1894 11 11 13 23 22 42 4 4 26
Ce 05 72 49 131 3691 20 15 18 44 42 72 3 10 25
Pr 0.05 7.43 6.74 18.16 400 1.44 0.44 0.84 4.48 3.48 6.08 0.07 <0.05 1.34
Nd 0.5 28.5 27 103 1633 6 0.9 3.7 17.7 12.1 20.1 <0.5 <0.5 3.1
Sm 0.02 5.52 363 3323 295 1.95 0.62 0.98 4.04 294 2.64 0.11 0.48 0.26
Eu 0.1 0.5 0.64 322 3142 0.59 0.34 0.16 11 0.56 061 <0.1 0.23 0.25
Gd 0.05 493 25 7.47 273 2.61 212 2.69 3.27 3.6 3.25 1.49 2.75 1.81
Tb 0.1 0.65 0.38 072 4251 0.39 0.3 0.48 0.41 0.51 0.54 0.22 0.54 0.28
Dy 0.02 3.7 1.79 381 277 2.22 1.18 2.92 1.35 2.65 1.84 0.68 3.22 0.96
Er 0.05 2.17 1.78 279 161 1.68 1 2.19 1.29 1.89 1.72 0.46 249 0.79
™ 0.1 031 0.35 044 20.14 0.26 0.17 0.37 0.17 0.36 022 <01 0.41 0.14
Yb 0.05 2.2 2.3 3.1 97.6 1.7 1.6 2.7 1.2 24 1.6 0.3 2.9 0.8
Lu 0.1 0.35 0.44 0.5 13.15 0.25 0.22 0.47 0.23 0.36 029 <0.1 0.51 0.15
Eu/Eu* 0.29 0.65 0.62 0.34 0.8 091 0.3 0.93 0.53 0.64 0.68 0.61 111
Lan/Yby 11.34 9.67 11.31 13.08 4.36 4.64 325 1292 6.18 17.7 8.99 093 2191
CenYby 8.47 551 10.93 9.78 3.04 2.42 1.72 9.48 453 1164 2.59 0.89 8.08
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